
 

CONSISTENTLY ACHIEVING HIGH RATINGS EVERY 

VINTAGE DESPITE WHAT MOTHER NATURE THROWS AT US. 

THIS IS THE HUNTER FAMILY PROMISE TO YOU. 
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Our Estate

The Sanguine Estate vineyard was established 
by Tony and Linda Hunter in 1996 and is located 
on the famous 510-million-year-old Cambrian 
earth belt in Central Heathcote, Victoria. 

The unique Heathcote climate and ancient 
Cambrian soil makes Heathcote one of Australia’s 
premier red wine regions. Combine that with 
philosophies of hand nurturing, low yielding vines, 
small batch processing and minimalist intervention, 
and Sanguine Estate produces Shiraz and other 
varities of wines of the finest quality and complexity.
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Our Family

Tony Hunter
Owner / Father

Jodi Marsh (nee Hunter)

General Manager /
Daughter

Mel Hunter 
Finance Manager /  
Daughter-in-law

Brett Marsh 
International Sales /  
Son-in-law

Lyn Hunter
Owner / Mother

Mark Hunter
Winemaker / Son

Tony and Lyn’s vision was to create a family-run boutique vineyard and  

winery where quality, passion and energy were reflected in the wine. After the 

initial 16 acres of vines were planted the vineyard went from being managed 

by Tony and Lyn on weekends to needing a full time vineyard manager.   

Son Mark took up the position in 2000 and having no experience in  

growing grape vines, enrolled himself in a viticulture course while the family 

contracted local winemakers (with Mark as their understudy) to produce their 

first bottle of wine.  The vineyard then grew to 55 acres in 5 years and upon 

the completion of their winery in 2004 Mark took on the full time winemaking 

role at Sanguine.

Shortly after releasing their inaugural Shiraz in 2002, they enlisted the part 

time assistance of their daughter Jodi who was working as a management 

consultant at PricewaterhouseCoopers at the time.  Jodi then took over  

from her father as the General Manager of the business in 2005 and as the 

business grew rapidly from producing several hundred cases to several  

thousand cases, daughter-in-law Melissa (a chartered accountant) was  

offered the position of Finance Manager, a natural fit given her accounting 

background with KPMG and Australia Post. As the brand expanded offshore, 

son-in-law Brett joined the family business as the International Sales Manager 

bringing with him extensive commercial experience gained from large  

corporates including Australia Post, Ansett and PricewaterhouseCoopers.

“Of the hundreds of new Victorian wineries,  
two dozen or so have all the hallmarks of success.  
Some are producing such tiny quantities of  
high-quality wines that word of mouth will be  
sufficient.  Among these are … the Heathcote-based 
Sanguine Estate of the Hunter Family ….”
JAMES HALLIDAY Australian Gourmet Traveller WINE
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“One of the most impressive of Heathcote’s 
many new wine labels …”, Max Allen  

“…definitely a wine to follow”, James Halliday

“…we wish every new wine that came along  
was this good.”   Ralph Kyte-Powell & Huon Hooke      

Sanguine Estate was established long before 
we realised winemaking was already in 
our blood.  In fact, our love affair with wine 
really began in Italy in 1868 when Pietro D’Orsa, 
the Great Grandfather of Tony, left the Swiss  
Italian village of Poschavio with grape vines 
in hand to make a new life in Australia. Pietro 
planted his vines near the small town of Maldon, 
100km west of Heathcote. Over a century later, 
we purchased our first 16 acres of Heathcote’s 
ancient Cambrian soil and worked together as a 

family to plant our first vines.  By 2002 our 
vineyard had grown to 55 acres. In 2000 we  
bottled our first Shiraz, and by sheer serendipity 
we discovered the story of our ancestor. After 
much research we were fortunate to find six 
remnant vines that had survived, and even after 
DNA testing the variety of one of these vines  
remains a mystery. This vine was carefully grafted 
to a special vineyard on our Estate. For now we 
can only wonder at the secrets it may reveal...

Our History
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D’Orsa 
Shiraz

Inception 
Shiraz

Our reserve Shiraz, the D’Orsa is 

a tribute to our winemaking ancestor  

and Tony’s Great Grandfather; 

Pietro D’Orsa.  A selection of the  

very best barrels of shiraz of the vintage  

are reserved for the D’Orsa, ensuring   

a premium wine of exceptional quality  

and complexity. This wine has been  

designed to age and with a cork  

enclosure and wax seal will only get  

better if laid down to rest. 

Our soon to be released Inception 

is inspired by our parents Tony  

& Lyn Hunter whose desire for  

a family business seeded the  

idea that created this wine.   

Showcasing the ancient Cambrian 

soils the region is famed for,  

Inception marks the new beginning 

of our flagship “Estate” Shiraz.  

Whilst this wine won’t age quiet 

as long as the D’orsa Shiraz, it has 

been designed to benefit with  

cellaring 10 - 15 years or more.

Our Wines

Progeny 
Shiraz

Kindred 
Shiraz 

Fondly named for Lyn and Tony’s 

offspring, Mark and Jodi. Progeny is 

typically a blend of Shiraz and Voigner 

(2% to 3%) and as with all our wines, is 

100% estate grown. With a beautifully 

lush palate, this wine is designed to be 

enjoyed young but will also age 5 years  

or more. 

Kindred looks ahead to the next  

generation of the Sanguine family.   

Consider Kindred as the perfect  

introduction to the Sanguine shiraz suite. 
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Cabernet 
Blend

Tempranillo

A nod to the full bodied Bordeaux 

style of wine, our Cabernet Blend       

features a carefully orchestrated 

arrangement of Cabernet Sauvignon, 

Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot.

In great vintages, Merlot will also 

make its way into this blend.

Firmly a favourite on the Hunter  

Family’s dinner table, our Tempranillo 

is a medium bodied red which is  

gaining popularity among Sanguine 

fans for its versatility with food. Initially 

forming part of a special experimental 

planting on our vineyard there is no 

doubt this popular Spanish beauty and 

its response to our unique Heathcote 

earth is proving a delight.

Our Wines

Rosé Chardonnay

We do Mediterranean pretty well in 

Victoria with olives, grapes, citrus, 

fabulous fish and meats, wonderful 

weather and a relaxed al fresco  

lifestyle. The missing ingredient has 

been a serious Rosé wine to suit and 

hence the idea of a Sanguine  

Shiraz Rosé was born. We’ve been so 

impressed with the result that it has 

become a permanent wine style in 

our range.

Winemaker and Son, Mark has always 

loved the Chablis style of Chardonnay 

and couldn’t resist planting a small plot 

on the Sanguine vineyard. Mark quickly 

discovered what a joy this grape can 

be if treated with respect and each 

vintage sets aside some impressive 

French Oak for this full figured, lively 

but complex wine.
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Our Accolades
Sanguine Estate is a red 5 star rated winery from James 
Halliday placing Sanguine Estate in the top 8.4% of  
wineries reviewed by James in the 2015 Australian  
Wine Companion. 
Our red wines including Shiraz, Cabernet blend and 
Tempranillo have been achieving 90+ ratings from 
national and international wine writers since our inaugural 
vintage in 2000 including James Halliday (Aust), Huon 
Hooke (Aust), Max Allen (Aust), Ben Edwards (Aust),  
Robert Parker Junior (USA), Lisa Perrotti-Brown (USA)  
and Stephen Tanzer (USA).

In 2012 we won Best Shiraz & Best Red Wine of the year 
at the Federation Square Wine Showcase, and in 2014  
we received a trophy at the Victorian Wine Show for the 
Best 2013 Shiraz. In 2013 and 2014 we were the most 
highly awarded winery at the Heathcote Wine Show 
(inaugural show was in 2013) winning numerous trophies 
for our wines and in both years winning the prestigious 
Heathcote Grand Terroir Trophy (demonstrating highest 
quality and consistency over a number of years).
 
 

At the 2013 and 2014 Winestate World’s Greatest Syrah & 
Shiraz Challenge we have achieved top in category for two of 
our wines and either outperformed or at least equalled iconic 
brands including Penfold’s Grange and in 2013 we achieved 
one of only 12 gold medals awarded and were in the Judges 
Top 10 (ie top 2.1% of wines tasted).

Our wines regularly achieve 41/2 to 5 star ratings in Winestate 
magazine and the Winewise Small Vignerons awards  
including achieving the top wine of category in the Winewise 
Championships.  The April/May 2013 issue of Gourmet  
Traveller Wine magazine rated Sanguine as the stand out  
winery, with two 5 star ratings (among only a total of eight  
5 star wines) and two 4 star ratings.

Over recent years we have been awarded numerous medals  
including 5 Blue Gold medals at the Sydney International 
Wine Show, and over 30 gold and silver medals at various 
Australian wine shows including Victorian Wine Show,  
Victoria’s Small Vignerons awards, le Concours des Vins  
and the National Cool Climate Wine show.

Our wines also featured in both the 2012 Herald Sun Top 100 
wines and the 2010, 2011 & 2012 Sydney International Top 100. 13

James Halliday                Winery

“Outstanding winery regularly producing wines  

of exemplary quality and typicity. Will have at least  

two wines rated at 94 points or above, and had  

a five-star rating for the previous two years”.  
2015 James Halliday Australian Wine Companion

This rating places Sanguine in the top 8.4% of wineries 

reviewed in the 2015 Australian Wine Companion.
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Map

HEATHCOTE

MELBOURNE
HEATHCOTE
TOWNSHIP

N

S

W E

SANGUINE

HEATHCOTE WINE REGIONVICTORIAAUSTRALIA
Sanguine Estate Winery and Vineyards 10am to 5pm weekends 
and public holidays otherwise by appointment call Tony on
Ph: 03 5433 3111   Fax: 03 5433 3614

77 Shurans Lane Heathcote Victoria 3523
www.sanguinewines.com.au      
jodi@sanguinewines.com.au
Facebook: Sanguine Estate Wines

Sanguine Estate is approx. 1 ½ hours from Melbourne CBD. 
There are two alternate routes. The scenic route via Romsay 
and Lancefield or the Highway route via Wallan, Kilmore 
and Tooborac.   
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Winery and Cellar door: 
77 Shurans Lane Heathcote Victoria 3523
Cellar door open 10am to 5pm weekends and public holidays  
otherwise by appointment (call Tony on 0417 831 076)

Correspondence to: 
Po Box 669 Heathcote Victoria 3523
Office phone: +61 3 5433 3111   Office fax: +61 3 5433 3614
Email: Jodi@sanguinewines.com.au
www.sanguinewines.com.au
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SANGUINE
 

= Glass half full
MELANCHOLY

 
= Glass half empty

PHLEGMATIC = Don't care if it's  half full or half empt
CHOLERIC

 

= I'll tell you if it's half  full or half empt

Which temperament do you identify with?

Hunter family motto =  It doesn’t matter if it’s half full 
or half empty, there’s always room for more wine!


